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In another blow to the long-governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), a federal electoral
tribunal (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial Federal, TEPJF) ruled there was insufficient evidence
to overturn the results of the Jalisco gubernatorial race last November. Francisco Ramirez Acuna
of the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) won the election by a closer-than- anticipated
margin, prompting the PRI to challenge the results (see SourceMex, 2000-11-29).
Losing candidate Jorge Arana and the PRI's Jalisco state president Ramiro Hernandez accused the
administration of outgoing Gov. Alberto Cardenas of spending state resources to finance Ramirez's
candidacy. In addition, they claimed to have sufficient evidence of irregularities to overturn the
results of the election.
The Jalisco PRI officials initially took the case to the state electoral commission, which reviewed the
evidence and ruled there was insufficient evidence to support the allegations. In early February,
state electoral authorities declared Ramirez the victor in the November election, which prompted
the PRI to bring the case to the TEPJF (see SourceMex, (see SourceMex, 2001-02-07).
The PRI was dealt another reversal in late February, when the seven TEPJF magistrates ruled
unanimously to ratify Ramirez's victory. In explaining its decision, the TEPJF said there was
sufficient evidence to overturn results at only 43 voting locations in 20 districts, which was not
enough to reverse the overall results of the election. The tribunal also rejected PRI claims of media
bias in the Jalisco campaign and allegations of vote mishandling, saying the party failed to present
these complaints in the proper legal manner.

PRI accuses tribunal of double standard
The TEPJF decision has prompted national PRI officials to accuse the electoral tribunal of
using a double standard when reviewing this case and a similar complaint in Tabasco state. In
January of this year, the TEPJF reversed the Tabasco state elections following accusations that the
administration of former Gov. Roberto Madrazo manipulated the elections to favor PRI candidate
Manuel Andrade Diaz (see SourceMex, 2001- 01-10).
Official results of those elections showed that Andrade beat Raul Ojeda Zubieta of the center-left
Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) by a very narrow margin in the October 2000 elections
(see SourceMex, 2000-10-18). But the TEPJF later overturned the results of the race, forcing state
authorities to schedule a new election for November 2001. Federal Deputy Felipe Solis Acero,
who is also the elections secretary for the national PRI, said the magistrates had the same type
of complaints in Jalisco and Tabasco, but used different criteria to resolve the two cases. "There
will always be an element of illegitimacy about Ramirez's victory because the magistrates did not
thoroughly review our allegations," said Acero.
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But TEPJF magistrates defended their decision, saying the procedures used in the Jalisco case were
legitimate. "The Jalisco and the Tabasco cases are very different, even though the PRI claims to have
documented as many or more cases of fraud as the Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) did
in Tabasco," TEPJF magistrate Leonel Castillo told reporters. Castillo said a significant difference
is that the PRD's accusations of vote fraud and manipulation against the PRI and Madrazo were
presented both during the campaign and after the election.
In contrast, the PRI did not present any accusations against the PAN until after the election was
concluded. The Jalisco verdict means the PRI has little recourse but to accept the election of Ramirez
Acuna. The case has divided the party, with some members calling for political revenge against the
PAN and the administration of President Vicente Fox Quesada and others taking a more conciliatory
stance. "The case is closed," said Deputy Ney Gonzalez, a spokesperson for the PRI in the federal
Chamber of Deputies. "There will be no political revenge." (Sources: Notimex, 02/26/01; CNI en
Linea, 02/26/01, 02/27/01; Reforma, The News, El Universal, 02/27/01; El Economista, El Informador,
Mural, Excelsior, La Jornada, Novedades, 02/27/01, 02/28/01)
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